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preface, Introduction, Dedi- 


cation, or Advertiſement. 


ein obſerved that every book of 
conſequence (as this of ours un- 
doubtedly is) hath either an Adver- 
tiſement, Preface, Introduction, or 
Dedication prefixed to it, to beſeech 
We favour of ſome GREAr PERSON, 


or to endeavour at an explanation of 


the Author's meaning (which, to be 
ure, is ſometimes very neceſſary, tho 


not always ſucceſsful) we likewiſe think - 


Wt proper to ſay ſomething by way of 
Prelude (no matter by what name 
called humbly hoping that theſe our 
Adventures will meet with the ſame 
ſucceſs as many voluminous works have 
Lad, in giving the reader all the 
felicity a dozing nap can procure bim; 


or, if that happineſs be denied us, ue, 
; A 


2 like 
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or the gos 


ſcur d the beſi-temper'd man, and cauſed 
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. many _—_ Authors, are ready, 
of our readers, 10 re 

lower, till hoping we may be of ſome uſe 
to the fundamental part of mankind, in 


procuring a happy. = 0 that 
troubleſome affair, which has jo often 


him to make wry faces at his friends when 
he never intended it, and at laſt cruelly 
Forced bim to leave "har Company for 
the moſt private retirement. I ſay, 1 

We Hall be thought of any ſervice in 
his important article, - our end will be 
obtained ;. in confidence of which, we 


0 leave to e e 
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Your moſt devoted | 
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Lady's SLIPPERS, &. 


Dear Sir, | pale 
HAD lately a journey of great | 
| 7) importance, and conſequently no 3 
Xy time to loſe. It ſeems very odd, 
I that never does one meet with _ 
more hindrances than when in  _ 
the greateſt haſte, at leaſt they never vex us = 
more, and eſpecially when falling out con- 1 
trary to all apprehenſion; thus I am ſure . 
it happened with me. Who would have 1 
thought that one of my chariot wheels, and | 
quite new, would have broke! yet it did, * 
and I had ſome hours to linger away in a 1 
hole of an Inn, till it was repaired; and | 
: to mend the matter, by that time it was 5 q 
, night. However, as fretting is fo much loſt _ | 
| pain, I compoſedly ſeated myſelf in an 
elbow-chair to take a nap till the moon was 
up; but the exigency of my affairs was too 
Fo bs firong 
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ſtrong upon my mind to allow me that com- 
fort, and a muttering under the chair quickly 
excited my attention : and what ſhould it be, 
but a formal colloquy between a pair of wo- 
man's Shoes and Slippers. I muſt previouſly 
inform you, Sir, that it was once my good 
fortune to have a very edifying converſation 
with an old Rabbi, on the faculty of ſpeech; 


wherein he proved, that walls were poſleſ- 


ſed of it. The contemplative Pythagoras is 
very well known to have held, that . beaſts 


could ſpeak; and we are not without in- 


ſtances, that the fierceſt of them were very 
obſequious to his admonitions. There was 


the Daunian boar that had made havock of 


men, women and children, beſides cows 


and ſheep; the philoſopher went up to it, | 


ſtroaked it, and brought it to promiſe that 
it would never hurt any living thing. A 
furious bull, likewiſe, would have infallibly 


ruined a farmer by its depredations on his 


grounds, if the ſame good man had not 
- reaſoned it into a better behaviour; and to 


ſuch a degree was the beaſt affected by the 


philoſopher's eloquence, that it made a vow 


to live wholly-upon the alms of good people. 
Now, ſtrange as theſe things may appear, 
they are no Eſopian flim-flams, but related 
by authors of profound erudition, and no leſs 
veracity : indeed, tis but only attending to 
the extraordinary ſanctity of Pythagoras, and 


we ſhall no more doubt of the truth of them, 


than 


441 


than that St. Francis, perceiving a huge frag- 
ment of a rock near cruſhing him, ordered 
it to remain ſuſpended in the air till he was 
paſt by, and accordingly it did; as is certi- 
fied in reſpectable legends, and repreſented 
in ſeveral exquiſite pictures. Vet was that 
eminent perſonage fi inferior in this point 
to my Rabbi, who was ſkilled in the dialects 
of all inanimate things: this ſingular art he 


had learnt from a Chineſe Bramin, and as a 


return to ſome ſmall civilities, which lay in 


my way, he was at great pains to make 


me perfect in his myſtery; an invaluable 
acknowledgement! for which, I hope, he 
is now in Abraham's-boſom. The pleaſure and 
improvement I have received from it are 
beyond expreſſion; it has enabled me to 
converſe with doors, ſtairs, windows, grottos, 
arbours, and a thouſand other artificial things; 
whereby, with ſubmiſſion to Bolingbrote s 


univerſal knowledge of public or private, fa- 
cred or profane, hiſtory, I ſhould ſoon poſe 
him. I have an inexhauſtible fund of annec- 


dotes, known only to myſelf and the parties 


concerned, from whom the world muſt not 


expect to hear of them. EVE 

Thus it was that the ancient fages un- 
derſtood the talk of trees; and for the good 
of mankind, publiſhed their egregious diſ- 
coveries. Poſſeſſed of the ſame ſecret, I'll 
not be behind them in public ſpirit, only, 


I could wiſh that what I heard was more 
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to the credit of my fellow-creatures; how- 


ever a diſplay of their follies may ſhame. 


them into a better behaviour. 
"8.0 | 

Bleſs mel it is exceeding ſtrange, that 
we ſhould be thrown by together in ſuch 
a place, and under this pitiful worm-eaten 
elbow-chair, ſays a woman's caſt-off Shoe, 
to a ſuperannuated Slipper. Both of them 
had ſtood their firſt owner in a round price, 
as was {till to be perceived from ſome glit- 


ter of gold-lace and embroidery on them. 


The radiancy of their former ſplendor broke 


through all the clouds of their preſent ſqua- 


lid condition; as in a withered beauty, under 


all the diſgrace of grey-hairs and wrinkles, 


ſome traces remain to indicate thoſe charms 
once irreſiſtible, on which time has brought 
about ſuch mortifying alterations: this was 


the caſe of our dialogiſts, they had fig ured 


in aſſemblies, many a noble youth had _ 
their ſtation, and now the were 
An, dear brother, anſwered the Slipper, 
theſe are trials; but what viciſſitudes have I 
not run through ſince, my firſt formation ; 
have you indeed, mincingly replied the ſym- 
rathifing Shoe. Oh dear! favour me with 
an account of them, and I'll tell you the 
ſtory. of mine; methinks to talk of one 
another's misfortunes, is the only comfort 
the wretched meet with. There is ſel- 
dom any need of much intreaty with the 
un- 
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7. &. 
unfortunate to enter upon this theme, they 
are often too forward of themſelves to bring 
up their misfortunes in all companies; and to 


refuſe them the conſolation of a 'patient hear- 


ing, with a geſture or two of pity, would be 


an inhuman auſterity. The Shoe- had no 
ſooner declared its compaſſionate defire, that 
the Slipper would vent its gricf, by giving an 
account of its travels and adventures, when 
the Slipper, as, nothing important ſhould be 
done or ſaid without reflection, after a pauſe, 
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After being cut out by the hand of the ſhoe- 
maker- general to the court- ladies, and deli- 
vered up to his neateſt workman, who with 
bended body, lifted knee, and arms alternate- 
ly cloſed and extended, chanting over many 
amorous ditties, having completed me for 
an honour ſuitable to the richneſs of my ſub- 
ſtance and the exquiſiteneſs of the work, re- 
turned me to the maſter, who after taking 
a view of me on all ſides, clapt me under 
his cloak, and carried me himſelf to a lady 
of quality, whoſe delicate feet, I muſt 
own, were not unworthy of ſuch a coſtly 
covering. It is certain a neater pair of Slip- 
pers never came out of a ſhop, though I fay 
it myſelf; for ſtill my remains are reſpec- 
table; my white bottom, and embroidered 
flowers are not quite undiſcernible. Not a 
lingle fault did the lady herſelf find with me; 
my maker indeed knew he was to wait two 
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— little-years' for his payment, but working 


for ladies, that was nothing unuſual to him, 


and I was rated accordingly. 

Never ſhall I forget the charming ſmile 
of that angelic lady when my father fitted 
me upon .her beautiful feet; it is not im- 


properly that I call this man my father, for 


whatever ſhare his journeyman had in me, 


it was he who was the founder of my being, 
the other only forwarded it; a circumſtance 


which we have in common with moſt 
created beings. It was enough that my true 


father now. handled her illuſtrious feet ; mv 


faying true father, I perceive, makes you 
ſmile; it is certain that tis the journeyman 
often has the greateſt hand in things, and 
that the ſale of them is all the maſter minds. 
How many fathers call thoſe children whoſe 


only relation to them is, that they go under 


their name, as many boaſt of a piece of 
workmanſhip which others have performed 
for them. But this was not the caſe with 
my father; I was formed by his own pin- 
cers, from his hand I received my admirable 
ſhape. I was no ſooner fitted on, but I ob- 
ſerved my adorable miſtreſs to ſend: forth a 


ſigh which went through her whole body to 


the tip of her little toe; this no doubt pro- 

ceeded from an emotion of pleaſure which 

my beauty raiſed in her. Very well, Mr. 

Laſt, ſaid ſhe, call to-morrow, you are a | 

little deariſh, but you ſhall have your money ; 
| upon 
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ground and departed. Now came on my 
panegyric. Theſe are delicate Shoes ! the 
pretty creatures! what a ſweet genteel 
heel! the fringe too is rich, and no glove 
can fit eaſier ; upon which ſhe roſe, and after 
taking a majeſtic turn or- two, ſhe moved 
towards her glaſs, which was not leſs than 


upon which my maſter, bowed to the very oP 


three yards in length, and lifting up her fly, 


for ſhe was in an undreſs, ſtretched out her 


leg ſideways with exultation, admired its - 
ſhape, eſpecially as terminating in a foot ſo © 
delicately ſhoed. Such were her contempla- 


tions; when Slip-ſſop, her waiting maid, 
haſtily bolts in; but my miſtreſs, without 
giving her time to ſpeak, See, Slip-ſlop, Laſt 
has brought me my Slippers, - charming 


things! I am fo delighted with them, that to- 


morrow, when I receive my pin- money, he 


ſhall have the firſt of it, that's poz : May 


it pleaſe your ladyſhip, interrupted Slip-/lop, - 
the knight is in the next room; the knight! 


cried the lady, with a ſparkle of joy in her 


eyes, no body more welcome. Not more 


pleaſed was my co-father the journeyman, at 


the jingle of the money paid him by my 


chief-father, the maſter, for his formation of 
me, and with which he did not fail with pro- 


fuſe jolity, to celebrate the feſtival of St. Mon- 


day. My ſprightly lady tripp'd to the door, 
and, ceremony amongſt friends being miſ- 


placed, bid him come in; and ſeating her- 
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ſelf: on a couch, pointed to him to take his 


place by her. S/p-ſiop was ordered to bring 


chocolate, and at length, by a motion of 
the lady's foot, I got a full fight of the 


knight: A fine gentleman indeed | every 


thing that came from him was fraught with 


wit, fire and ſpirit. But a meſſage came 


from her lord, that if ſhe was yn bs he 
would drink chocolate with her; this ſeem- 
eda thunder-clap to the knight, he ſtopped 
ſhort in his carreer; but the inventive Jady's 
anſwer brought the poor man to himſelf, I 


really pitied him: Tell him, ſaid ſhe, that 


I am at prayers. - Bleſs me, thought I, the 


' huſband is not to be admitted — his wile. 


that wife whoſe high taſte had already 
turned lands into gold, that wife on whoſe 
beauty he doated with unlimited paſſion. 
But I found it was a deciſive anſwer, there 


was no coming without leave. The knight 


was now in high ſpirits, grew wanton in 
praiſe of her preſence of mind ; beſtowed 
a pompous flow of words on her foot, and 
concluded with begging the honour of 


kiſſing me, in token of his profound re- 


ſpect; he did, but not with that cold pro- 
ftration uſually paid to his holineſs's ſlipper; 


I was made to meet him half-way, when he 


claſp d and kiſs d me 


With the ſame eagerneſs and life, 
As did Jove Amphitrion's fe. 


- 


| 80 profound indeed Was his reſpect, that 


from 
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were anſwered with a laugh, and a ring of 


the bell for Slip-ſſop; other ſlippers, Blauze, 
theſe are yours. Away ſhe flew to the ward-. - 
robe, aping the alacrity of her ladyſhip to 


meet the knight ; Yes, yes, interrupted the 


Shoe, thoſe huſſies get all their miſtreſs's ways. 
Slip-ſlop was back in an inſtant, put on the 
others, a little water having ſo reſtored our. 


complection, that nothing of a ſtain was to 
be ſeen; poor I was locked up in a trunk, 


yet, I muſt own, with very creditable com- 


pany, and above us hung petticoats of all 


kinds, pateliers, demi-robes, jackets, ſtays, 


lacs, maſquerade habits, all the gifts of the 
ſame liberal hand. Lord ! ſhould I tell you 
all the train of their gabblings there would be 
no end, though ſome were really quite co- 
mical, Sl:p-/{cp, 1 ſuppoſe, had one day a 
mind to make a Haſh; on went the beſt pet- 
ticoats, ſilk- ſtockings, then me. It was ex- 


tremely againſt the grain, in my full bril» 


lancy, to be put on a ſervant's foot. 
And if great things we may with ſmall compare, 
| I don't 


from one freedom he ſucceſſively proceeded 
to the laſt; it was the pignus direptum male 
pertinaci to perfection. Turning round to 
ſeat himſelf, his boot- ſleeve ſwept off a cup, 
and, what trifles give a turn to the fate of us 
poor creatures | my companion happened to- 
be a little ſprinkled with the chocolate; the 
knight begged a thouſand pardons ; which 
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1 don't believe that Roman emperor, who 
being taken priſoner by a brute of a king, 
was made his block to tread on when he 
mounted his horſe, felt more indignation at 
his debaſement than I did at firſt; though, 
when I found her proceeding to a full dreſs, 
my agonies abated, and the idea of liberty, 
and ſeeipg the world, perfectly reconciled 
me to my degradation. But on ſhe lugged 
me, and after three hours combing, fitting, 
doing and undoing, (1 muſt do her the Juſtice 
to ſay there was no paint in the caſe, her 
affeXtation of the fine lady did not tempt her 
ſo far) my new owner. made her appear- 
ance in the room where the ſecretary, ſtew- 
ard, groom of the chambers, and miſs were 
to dine; lord and lady were on a viſit. The 
running-footman had the face to offer to fit 
down with them, but with a volley of oaths 
was deſired to take himſelf away. Who 
ſhould the next intruder be but that great 
officer the table-decker? who, with the 
like preamble, was told to know his diſtance. 
I was not long without ſome diverſion : firſt, 
I was made to ftrike the ſecretary's foot, then 
to give a tap to the gentleman's leg, and to 
the ſteward I gave a ſenſible kick a little 
higher. All theſe prettineſſes were returned; 
but the ſteward's thick campaigns made 
the greateſt impreſſion on me, and from a 
reſtrained ſigh, I concluded on Sip-Slop alſo; 
as for Mr. ſecretary's paper- ſoled ſhoes I only 
4A | felt 
| 
| 


1 

felt them. Playfulneſs is the natural effect of 
good cheer, and the company were for a 
game at romps with my miſtreſs, who, like 
an expert general, made a retreat to her 4 
bel chamber to draw the enemy into 
an ambuſcade; but juſt as the victory 


was declaring itſelf in her favour, and the 


eager ſteward had run into the ſnare, the 
rattling of the chariot, and blaze of flam- 
beaux, declared my lord and lady's arrival, 


and obliged her to quit her hold of the ene- 
my, that the diſorders which the certainty of 
a complete triumph had cauſed in her face 
might ſubſide. The trepanned ſteward him- 
ſelf ſneaked down ſtairs, I ſuppoſe with no 
leſs reluctancy than marſhal Tallard left 
England, where he had ſpent his time ſo 
joyouſly among the nobility of that king- 
dom, and is faid; by his intrigues, to have 
done his maſter more ſervice than he could 
at the head of his army . The next day 1 

Gs Was 


„This nobleman commanded the French army at the 
battle of Blenheim in 1704, where he was taken priſoner by 
a German officer. His firft compliment to the duke of Mar/- 
borough was, Your grace has the honour of beating the fineſs 
army that ever took the field. To which the duke anſwered, 
Your excellency quill except that which beat it. At an enter- 
tainment given him by the duke of Portland, the marſhal 
ſaying, No bird comes up to an ortalan, and I think England 
affords none, an expreſs was ſent to Flanders, and within a 
few days after that nobleman was regaled with a diſh of 
ortalans. He -acknowledged the great compliment, but 
added, that it checked the freedom of converſation, He 
was ſo charmed with Che:fevorth, and his reception _ 

at 
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was to be put on again, when in comes my 


young miſtreſs's ſiſter; it ſeems I immedi- 


ately took her eye, her firſt compliment be- 
ing, So, methinks, you are mighty fine about 
the heels. So, thought I, I am to ſhift 
hands again, I ſuppoſe the next word will 


that he told its noble owner, He ſhould not reckon the three 
Chatſworth days among thoſe of his captivity. What this in- 
telligent Nipper- hints of his intrigues, is not improbable. 
Prince Eugene, whenever he ſaw the officer who took him, 
ſaying, There's a man who has done a deal of miſchief; and to 
himſelf, You thought to have done a notable ſtrote, but it has 
turned out quite otheraviſe. Beſides, it is well known, that 
the marſhal adapted himſelf to the Engliſp way of living; 
in alluſion to which Duxfey, the lyric, in his famous ſong, 
Te commons and peers, lays, 


Well let Tallard out, 
If he'll take tother bout, * 
Tho' much he's improv'd let me tell ye, 
- With Nottingham ale, 
At every meal, | | 
And good beef and pudding in's belly. 


The reader will excuſe me if I lengthen this note with the 
lines in the Campaign on the m 's misfortune. 
Unfortunate 'Tallard ! oh auho can name 
The pangs of rage, of farrow and of ſhame, 
That with mix d tumult in thy boſom ſewell'd, 
er firſt thou ſaw'ft thy braveſt troops repell d; 
ine only fon prerc'd with a deadly wound, 


Thy/elf in bondage by the wittor kept 
- The chief}, the Father, and the — wept. 

An Engliſh muſe is touch'd with gen'rous woe, 
And in th' unhappy man forgets the foe. -© 
Greatly diſtreſi d, thy loud complaints forbear, 
Blame not the turns of fate and chance of awar : 
Give thy brave foes their due, nor bluſh to own 

| The wwell-fought field by ſuch great leaders wwon, 


be 
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be, you may ſpare them me, as you have 
ſtore of ſuch things; but again, I imagined 
myſelf too fine that ſhe would be funned out 
of me. There was no need of being ſo 
plain; my miſtreſs, a perfect child of na- 
ture, very free of favors of all kinds, an- 
ſwered, if you think them ſo fine, ſiſter, 


they are at your ſervice; ſo ſaid, ſo done, 1 


was delivered up, and my new miſtreſs, af- 
ter ſome chat, enough to a give a dog the 


ſpleen, returned to her carriage, and, which 


ſurpriſed me, calling out aloud to her ſiſter, 
Mind God and your lady, drove away. I 


ſoon perceived myſelf to be out of town, and 


my owner being impatient to take a full view - 


of her acquiſition, pulled me out ; the noble 
ſpirited Lady! would it were my fate to be 
in ſuch a fervice, I'd bring giiſt enough to 
my mill. Such gorgeous ſlippers! well, the 
lot is fallen to my ſiſter in a good land ; but 
that her lady ſhould throw by ſuch a new 
pair, and ſure the minx had not the vanity 


to buy them out of her own pocket? poſ- 
ſibly they may come from his Excellency. 


I'll warrant ye that he knows a cibbon ill go 
farther. with our weak ſex. than a..crown ; 


well, lightly come, . lightly go. But - here's ' 


the devil on't, whether this puritanical huſ- 


band of mine will allow me to wear ſuch 


vain things. The ſchoolmaſter's wife, I am 
ſure, won't be able to ſtand them; that en- 
vious 


[ 14 ] 


vious hag will look as the devil does Oer 
Lincoln. This ſoliloquy gave me to under- 
ſtand that I was fallen into the hands of a 
limb of the church : but now we are enter- 
ing the village ; upon which my new owner 


broke off her ſoliloquy, and in an inſtant, ſuch 


a perfect command had the over her muſcles. 
that, inſtead of a ſmiling ſelf-complacency, 


an imperious gravity overſpread her viſage, of | 


itſelf not the moſt amiable ; ſo the youthful 


{ wi giddy on a ſudden accretion of wealth, | 


with important ſtare, and folemn_firut 
looks down on the induſtrious community: 
or thus the feathered captain ftalks among 
the awed ſoldiers, from whom he ſqueezes 
oppreſſive contributions to ſupport his pride 
and luxury 

As we paſſed along, low bows and court- 
fies on x ſide, which my miſtreſs returned 
with the ſtatelineſs of a jailer, to the morning 
falutations of the ences under his cuſtody. 
Theſe eccleſiaſticks are a queer ſet of folks, 
brother Shoe, I know them thoroughly, and 


can't talk of them with patience. Germany | 


is peſtered with three religiens ; Lutheraniſm, 
Calviniſm and Catholiciſm :- Now I have it 
from very good authority, that the Lutheran 
ith jeſts at Hamburgb, carry it with ſuch a 

h hand that he government dare not take 


A ſtep of any 8 without their con- 


ſent; 


| 
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r (nt *; they are dictators to private familes ; 
and what is moſt abominable,' they never 
a grant abſolution, but there muſt be a piece 
of money, or without it no communion; 
r ſo that a poor labourer with his wife and 
h children, if of age to go to the ſacrament, 
„ muſt part with a large ſhare of a week's ſcanty 
„earnings; and it is not uncommon for a per- 
f ſon in low. circumſtances, tho' not a beggar, 
er officro, to beg an alms towards raifing a 
1, fee for confeſſion in order to communicate. 
t, Then there are your Calviniſts at Bremen, 
: whom upon the ſame good grounds, I may 7 
g I conclude to be a ſet of gloomy ſtarched mor- | 
es tals, abroad they ſo extravagantly over-a& 1 
ie the part of ſanctification, as betrays their | 

hypocriſy through the maſk ; to a coffee- 
t- W houſe or tavern they would not go for the I 
d world, but are very frequent in their viſſts ' 8 
ig Wl of charity, as they call them to the women, 
y. who keep. ſomething good by them; and 
s, bere their converſation generally begins with 
nd hums! and ha's! frequently preambles to a 
y nonſenſical prayer; and at theſe aſſemblies 


* Theſe bufiy-bodies ſeem a counter- part of thoſe who 
1 occaſioned the following lines in Hudibraſſ. 


an wa f . 
BM Sure tis an orthodox opinion, 
a That grace is founded in dominion, 

ke | © Great piety conſiſts in pride, 
To rule is to be ſanttify'd; 

n- To domineer and to control, 

Qt; | Both o'er the body and the ſoul, 
1; the moſt perfect diſcipline, | 
Of church-rule, and by right divine, Hu. 


they 
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they are pampered like crammed capons by 


their credulous devotees, and canary and 
ſherry they'll tipple till the liquor works too 
potently for their hypocriſy, and ſhews them 
in their proper ridiculous colours; then how | 
finely helped with paſtors the catholic's are, 


may be gueſſed at from the following rhyme 


ſo often in their own mouths, 

Where ſoldiers do as they think fit, 
Where folks Fintriguing prieſts ſubmit, 
Where wives oer men the breeches wear, 

The devil with all his imps is there ! 


In the name of goodneſs, have done with 
ſuch long winded invectives againſt the 
prieſts, interrupted the Shoe, if you was a 
prieſt you'd be a rare one I ſuppoſe. For 


my part, I know as much of the world as 


yourſelf, and it ſeems to me that the princi- 
ples, tempers and carriage of mortals, are not 
a little © ie by their ſtation of life, and 
the company they frequent. Pray have you 
been ſemper eadem in all your changes and 
chances. Though one fivallow does not make a 


| ſummer, can you, with all your very good 


authority, produce me a character more 


reſpectable, more indearing than the follow- | 


ing of a prieſt *, 


I thought the ſenſe of the original could not be better 
delivered, than in the following lines from our Dryden, and 
I perſuade myſelf to moſt — * they will be new, the 
Congreve's, Pope's, Addiſon's, Young's, Erior s, &c. and other 
ſubſequent geniuſes having rendered that poet ſomething 
obſolete. N 

A 
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140 A pariſh prieſt was of the pilgrim train, 
oo An awful, rev'rend, and religious man, 
m His eyes diffus d a venerable grace, 

Ny And charity itſelf was in his face. 

re, Rich was his foul, tho his attire was poor, 


ne As Gad had chath'd his own ambaſſador. 
Refin'd himſelf to ſoul, to curb the ſenſe, 
And made almoſt a fin of abſtinence : 
Nothing reſerv d, or ſullen was to ſee, 

But aſpect fweet, and pleaſing ſanity : 
Mild was his accent, but his action free. 
With eloquence innate his tongue was arm'd, 
Tho harſh the precept, yet the preacher 
he charm'd. 

92 He bore his great commiſſion in his lock : 

or But fweetly temper d awe, and ſoften'd all 
00 be ſpoke. 

cl- 8 He taught the goſpel, rather than the law, 
10t And forc'd himſelf to drive, but lov d to 
nd draw 3 

ou For fear but freezes minds; but love, like 
nd heat, 

ec 48 Exbhales the ſoul ſublime to ſeek her native 
od ſea F. 

ore We tythes his pariſh freely paid, he took 
W- i But never ſu d, or cursd with bell and book, 
Yet of bis little, he bad ſome to ſpare ; 

To feed the famiſh'd, and to cloath the bare. 
And fill he was at hand, without requeſt, 
To ſerve the fuck, to ſuccour the diſtreſsd. 


C He 
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e duly watch d his flock, both night and 


day; . 
And from the prowling wolf redeem'd th 
Prey, | 


But hungry ſent the wily fox away.--- 

The proud he tam d, the penitent he chear'd, 

Nor to reprove the rich offender fear'd : 

His preaching much, but more his practice 
wrought, 


| 
i reſt, x 
= The 2217 of heav'n who bear the God impreſi : Wl 
If they be foul on whom the people truſt, 
Well may the baſer braſs contract a ruſt. | 
Mitb what be beg ds his brethren he reliev'd, i | 
And gave the charities himſelf receivd: WM | 
Gave while he taught, and edify'd the more ; f 
Becauſe he ſhew'd by proof, 'twas eaſy to d: 
poor . } 

I think I have given you ſome breathing : 

| time, pleaſe to proceed : --We arrived at the : 
| parſonage ; the good man, her yoke-mate, | | 
was ſtanding at the door waiting her coming, Wl , 


and - himſelf help'd the precious armful out 


= - - of her vehicle, and led her in. So my dear, : 
v I ſee you are not come home empty handed, ; 
ſays he; may I take the liberty to ſee what v 

you have ſo carefully tied up in your handker- s 


f chief 
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chief? A trifle of a preſent, was her anſwer. 
A trifle! thought I, but the beſt flower I be- 
lieve in your garland ; there it is if you have 
a mind to ſee it, I ſee, replied he, 


Mild as when Zepbyrus on Flora breathes, 
Her hand ſoft touching, 


This, ſweetheart, comes from vanity-fair, I - 
with you could withdraw your heart from 
the follies of the world, and exchange ſhew 
and amuſements for the exalted pleaſures of 
recollection, and ſelf-denial. A very conjugal 


welcome truly! if I am as fine as your neigh- 


bours, is it not for your credit; ſo leaving 
the room, ſhe hurried me away to her cheſt, 
where I was ſhut up with ſeveral others of 
our ſpecies; I found my companions had 
been in a warm altercation, which was the 
miſtreſs's favourite, one was the ſunday ſhoes, 
another had: been worn all the fair, another 
had been at ſeveral chriſtnings, but whatever 
their pretenſions were, my appearance lower'd 
their creſts, and out of ſpite to each other 
they all agreed, that I ſhould bear the bell. 
A genteel pair of Slippers, and no leſs good 
tempered than pretty, without the leaſt envy 
of my pre-eminenee, deſired an intimacy 
with me, from her it was, that I was let 
into the ſtate and ceconomy of the family; 
whatever my maſter might have been for- 
mally, ſaid one, he is now an inexplicable 

C2 humoriſt, 


[ 200 


humoriſt, yet, ſubmiſſive to abjection, their 


marriage at beſt is but, 


Sometimes my plague, ſometimes my darling, | 


Kiſſing to-day, to-morrow ſnarling. 


And what ſhort intervals of harmony it has, | 


are the purchaſe of his paſſive obedience. 
Our miſtreſs is indeed an arrant termagant, I 


don't know one good quality ſhe is poſſeſſed 


of, her perſon. withal ſo forbidding, that one 
would wonder how the poor devil came to 
make ſuch a choice. Once I remember in | 


one of her tempeſtuous hours, 


When fhe began to rage and burn as, 


Implacably as flame in furnace. Huy. 


I was made the weapon of her wrath, and | 
imprinted on the forehead of her puſillani- 
mous huſband, the marks of her arm, invi- 
gorated by fury. I muſt own 'tis not with- | 


out a ſecret pleaſure I recall this, as I love 
ſpirit in the ſex whom I ſerve; and this was 
the only act of heroiſm in which it has been 


my fortune to be concern'd; however, my | 


ſtay here was not to be long, one night we 
were alarmed with a cry, huſſars, huſſars, 


and liſtning, we heard, our miſtreſs, and af 
gruffiſh kind of voice diſcourſing moſt ami- | 


cably together; at laſt the,woman called out, 
buſband, let the honeſt men have a couple 


of 


ty 


[ 2x ] 


of loaves, ſome bacon, butter and cheeſe, 

and afterwards, brought the other perſon into 

our chamber, where was alſo the marriage- 

bed, a deal of haſty whiſpering paſſed be- 

WH tween them; however, I plainly heard, 4s 
for the waggon with its horſes, and booty, let 

| who will have it; then a perſon with a ſhrill 
voice approaching our manſion and begin- 

ning to break it open, ſet us all a ſhudder- 

ing, ſhe fell to rummageing, and among 

other things huddled up us and my two com- 

rades. Now was heard an alarm of ſeveral 

voices, then followed a cry of The enemy 

are in fight, the enemy, here's the enemy : Upon 

which our ſpoilers made off with the greateſt 

W precipitancy, and I never had fight of my 

ghoſtly miſtreſs again. I am ſure we had 

not travelled above an hour with our new 

z osner, who I cannot but conclude, to ſpeak 

. WH plainly, muſt have been a. trull of a captain n 

„ot huſſars, as they all followed her, and 

W {poke to her cap in hand; I fay we had 
hardly been an hour on the way, when ſud- - 


'© WY denly our waggon was ſurrounded, and after 
- ſome buſtle of firing and flaſhing, forſaken : 


So true it is, that ill-gotten goods ſeldom 
”) WW proſper ; out came every thing, and I and 
my comrades were laid hold of by a fierce 
looked fellow, who toſſed us to a woman 


on horſeback, ſaying, catch, wife, there is 
»? ſomething: This amazon tied us two and 4 
| two at her holſters, and then ſhe put on, 
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but ſtruck into a wood, whither ſhe was 
followed by a young country fellow, who 
perſuaded her to alight; they grew ex- 
tremely familiar for new--acquaintance, and 
he ſhewed her a by-way into the town: We 
were no ſooner within the gates, than our 
martial miſtreſs, ſeeing a genteel kind of a 
laſs, bellow'd out to her, holding me up: 
Miſs, will you buy theſe, they are a bargain? 


20 pence for the two pair. The purſe was | 


opened with a ſmile at me, who alſo was 
over-joyed to be out of ſuch a creature's gripe. 


Us ſhe kept, the other pair, ſhe dutifully of- 


fered to her mother, except the little fib 
that they had coſt her what ſhe had us all 


for. Her father was an honeſt induſtrious | 


tradeſman; and as ſuch the more obnoxious 
to the wretchedneſs of the third line in the 
rhyme on the popiſh prieſt. On the enſuing 
ſunday, I made my public appearance; but 
good God ! had you heard the gybes and 


flouts of the tradeſmen's daughters at the 
ſight of me. Hey-day! ſays Patty, there's af 


fight; O rare Slippers! Ay, ay, anſwers Katbe- 


rine, it is well if they were honeſtly come- 


by: God forbid ! cries Judith, that I ſhould i 


give what they coſt. Was Scheverin's regiment i 


lately for that here? adds Barbara, with a 
ſneer; whilſt my fair owner moved along the 
envying ſtreet, herſelf not leſs inflated with 
pride, and both paſſions aroſe from my dear 
ſelf, I was at that time little the worſe for 

f wearing, 
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wearing. It happened that Amelia, the 


name of my young miſtreſs, received an in- 
vitation to be at a dancing- bout; there was 


ſuch handling and admiring me, for my part 


I was quite ſurfeited with praiſes, and no 


leſs tired with jigging. The ſpark who - 


waited on her home, among many other 


ſublime affections of his love, often wiſhed 


himſelf transformed into her charming Slip- 


pers, indeed he had richly deſerved to be 
trodden under feet, for the freedom he uſed 


to make her ſenſible of his paſſion, but ſhe 


could not find in her gentle heart to aggra- 


vate any ſufferings which was in her power 


to relieve; and all the puniſhment ſhe in- 


flicted on him, was a kiſs. The time I was 


vith this young romp, I may call the holi- 


days of my life, 


Ten all was jollity, 


Feaſting and mirth, light wantonneſs and 
laughter, | 


Piping and playing, minſtrelſy and maſking. 


but I ſoon experienced, 


That tho' dame Fortune ſeems to ſmi le, 
. And leer upon us, for a while, 
ghe'll after ſhew us in the nick 


| Of all our pleaſures, a dog strick. 


For, in the midſt of my ſecurity, comes a 


* fellow 


7 
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fellow with a dark lanthorn and cleared the 


trunk of every thing ; and by this vile thief 
was I transferred to a Jew, who being a per- 
ſon of great diligence in his calling, that 


ſame night carried me out of town, and the 
next day made a good penny of me to a | 
counſellor's lady; a very ſingular perſon, de- 
vout, atiable, and liberal, of irreproachable 


fidelity to her huſband, though of a perſon 
to excite ſolicitations. I was on her feet but 
a few days before ſhe diſpoſed of me to a 
niece of hers, who acted in the quality of 


Houſe-keeper. Without vanity be it faid, I } 


never thought myſelf on a foot which de- 
ſerved me till I came into this lady's ſervice. 


T have often heard the niece, though the | 
very reverſe of her, ſpeak highly in her praiſe: | 


it ſeems very odd, and yet almoſt the whole 
world is an inſtance of it, that the wicked 
ſee the beauty of virtue, and cannot withhold 
their commendations of it, and yet turn their 


backs upon it in practice. If the lady had 


a juſt and elevated caſt of mind, that of the 


niece was as pm and frivolous ; rib- 


bons, ear-rings, neck-laces, head-drefles, 
ſtomachers, and all the train of female imple- 


ments continually circulated in her imagina- | 
tion, whilſt her heart was agitated with ideas 
of a ſcore of lovers. When the lady was | 
abroad, miſs either gaped away the time at 


the window, or killed it in reading the fair 


Tyroleze, inſtead of the many excellent books | 
in 
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in her aunt's library. At length I became 
the reward of a kind of go-between, who 
brought her a billet-doux ; a good riddance, 
t thought I: for though here was no fatigue, 
- I could not away with her behaviour; a 
2 IM Spani/h pointer to a ſportſman could not be 
e 
n 


a more acceptable preſent than I was to this 
motherly gentlewoman ; ſhe immediately 
lent me to one of her female boarders, of 
t whom! found the houſe full. She received 
ame with many compliments and curteſies to 
f Wl the donor: but I was ſurpriſed at the variety 
I Wl of viſitants whom my young miſtreſs admit- 
ted; to-day a flaunting officer, to-morrow 
'I a valet ; ſometimes to a counſellor ſucceeded 
e a journeyman, and equal fondneſs ſhewn to 
: all; tho' the particular lord of the aſcendant 
e vas a gentleman's ſteward. One night ſhe fa- 
d voured him with her company to the opera, in 
d IF full dreſs, and as nice as pins could make her, 
ir then you may be ſure we were on; ſhe hap- 
d pened to be ſeated between two mercurial laſſes 
xx in ſhoes : one of which, as we were cheek by 
- Joul, whiſpered to me that her incomparable 
8, W miſtreſs was ſomebody, and that one of the 
e- ſingers was dying for love of her; the other 
a- WW gave me to know, that the irreſiſtible beauty 
as of the lady ſhe had the honour of ſerving, 
as had inflamed a ſtaid elderly gentleman, whoſe 
at pockets were well lined, and who ſhe could 
ur ſwear was now ſmickering at her from the 
ks pit. It has been the obſervation of many 
in! ſages, 
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obliged to go to court in ſtilts. 
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ſages, that the end of mirth is ſorrow ; after 


the play my miſs's gallant attended to wait 


on her home, but a heavy rain had come on, 
ſo that the ſtreets were a perfect mire * ; and 
whilſt the amorous couple were haſtening 
home, we ftuck in the mud, and were 
trodden under foot by the crowd, and tho' 


my miſtreſs cried, and the ſteward bluſtered, 


ſhe ſaw no more of me, and was obliged to. 


trudge on in her white ſtockings. A foot- 


man, however, treading carefully along, 


happening, by the glare of his flambeau, to 
eſpy me, though in a ſad pickle, took us 
up, and having brought us to look ſome- 
thing like, after ſuch an ugly diſaſter, we 
were offered at the ſhrine of the cham- 
bermaid, unworthy of ſuch a valuable pre- 
fent; for after once gratifying her vanity in 


wearing us to a chriſtening of her ſiſter's, 
ſhe mercenarily offered me to ſale to her 
miſtreſs! HO.] was I overwhelmed with 


amazement to find this miſtreſs no other per- 
ſon than my ſecond owner, Mrs. Slip-ſiap the 


chamber-maid. She readily knew us again, 
but I ſhan't trouble you with the examination 


* By this, the place of miſs's reſidence ſeems to be in no 


better condition than the king of Pruſſia, in his Memoirs of 


Brandenburg repreſents that of Berlin, before the induſtry of 
the French refugees drew opulence thither, and conſequently 
improvements and decorations: The ſtreets without any 
pavement, and, as a ſpecimen of the dirtineſs of them 
makes uſe of a pleaſant imagery, that the courtiers were 


the 
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the maid underwent. What is our being 


but a round of changes, and ſome moſt ſur- 


priſing. This creature had found means, 
dear ones no doubt, to get a favourite ſweet- 


heart of hers diſcharged from the regiment, 


in which he carried a brown muſket, and 
ſet up this inn. 


When any travellers lay here, whoſe rank 


or inclinations required her attendance on 
them, we were ſure to be put on; ſo that 
you may conclude my acquaintance muſt be 
pretty large, and among the better fort. I 
am alſo no ſtranger to the judge of the vil- 
lage, and the ſteward of the Count's eſtate ; 
but being now upon my laſt legs, I am only 
ſlipt on at night when ſhe goes to bed. Her 
huſband is now on a journey, and ſhe is 
above with a fine dreſſed gentleman, who 


\ſtays here all night, I know it is ſome ſuch 
thing, by my not having been called for; 


my ſucceſſors are ſufficiently ſhowy, but no- 


thing near ſo genteel as I remember myſelf: 
and though my lower parts fail, and time 
has made ſeveral chinks in me, yet am I (till, 


-Spectabilis crepis 
Et veteris retinens etiamnum pignora formas. 


Such has been my paſſage through this vari- 
able world; all I expect now, and I expect 
it with reſignation, is to be thrown into the 


highway, or on the dunghill; and there, 


after 
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after being admired by lovers, kiſſed by a 
knight, and envied by all my fellow-crea- 
tures, to moulder away to the laſt ſhred. 
Alas, anſwered the compaſſionate Shoe, the 
ſame ignoble end waits me alſo; every one's 
misfortune ſeems hardeſt to themſelves, but 
if you will hear my ſtory, I am inclined to 
think, dear brother, that you will own I 
have had as hard atime of it as yourſelf, Oh, 
by all means let me hear it, and the preſent 
time is the beſt, for God knows how long 
we may be together, thrown by as I am, 
my diſſolution muſt be near at hand---But 
here's the poſtilion, I muſt break off, and 
under my preſent anxiety you may take this 
letter for no ſmall favour, If in my return I 
ſhould hear the hiſtory of the Shoe, as I | 
ſhall bait here on purpoſe, I ſhall commu- 
nicate it to you; yet I muſt add this proviſo, 
that is, if my preſent journey turns out well ; 
otherwiſe, I ſhall have other things to think 
on than Shoes and Slippers, and may have 
occaſion to put your friendſhip to a ſubſtantial 
trial: having conſulted your entertainment in 
my proſperity, I have a kind of demand upon 
your aſſiſtance in my adverſity, however, 
this I know, that I am in the right, and fo 
farewel, for my poſtilion is growling. Be- 
lieve me 


Your very humble ſervant. 
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Lady's SHOES, Ge. 


My worthy Friend, 


KE>XZKLL is well, and I am moſt chear- 
* A 7 fully diſpoſed to perform my pro- 
\ X27 miſe, of ſending you the hiſtory of 

the Lady's Shoes, which you will 
find to have no leſs of the entertaining and 
marvellous. 


The place which may boaſt of her for- 
mation 1s unknown, it never once occurred 
in her narrative, poſſibly this important point 
may be diſcovered by ſome ſagacious genius 
who ſhall favour the public with a key to it, 
or by ſome philoſopher who ſhall be pleaſed 
to beſtow a diſſertation for elucidating any 
apparent difficulties, which may ſtick with 
thoſe who- circumſcribe the powers of nature 
within very narrow limits ; ſuch an elaborate 
piece would give me the higheſt ſatisfaction; 
for if performed with that humanity and 

Inge- 
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ingenuouſneſs which ſhould ever accompany 
knowledge, I ſhall be exhibited, beyond re- 
ply, in a moſt advantageous light, both as 
a writer and a friend to mankind. Oh for 
a commentator thus good-natured, thus diſ- 
cerning, to baffle malice and filence oblo- 
quy ! for when once a thing has made its 
way to the _—_ through the preſs, every 
one thinks his money gives him a title to 
judge, his ſagacity and candor is unqueſtion- 


able; and ſome envious incendiaries, I am | 


aware, will go about to perſuade people that 
this is all a device of mine, that through a 
fabulous vehicle I diſſeminate real ſcandal, 
which may affect the harmony of ſociety, 


and create a general ſurmiſe, that one neigh- | 


bour makes it his buſineſs to - ridicule 
another. There is no piece of itſelf fo in- 
nocent which envy will not conſtrue into 


defamation, no circumſpection of behaviour | 
which its malignant acuteneſs will not | 
find a way to brand with detraction or pro- 


faneneſs. The malice of envy is agreeably 


illuſtrated by the celebrated Voltaire in his | 


Envious Man, the ſtory of which not being 


in German, I give you by way of preamble. | 
« The envious man went to ſee Zadig (a 
perſon of quality, of great virtues and ac- | 


compliſhments) who was walking in his 
gardens with two friends and a lady, to 
whom he faid many gallant things without 


any other intention beſide that of ſaying | 


them N 
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them; the converſation turned on a war the 
king had juſt happily concluded, againſt the 
prince of Hircania his vaſſal. Zadig, who 
had ſignalized his courage in this ſhort war, 
beſtowed great praiſes on the king, but 
greater ſtill on the lady; and taking his 
pocket-book, inſtantly wrote four lines, 
which he gave to this beautiful perſon to 
read. His friends deſired him to let them 
ſee them; but modeſty, or rather a juſt de- 
gree of felf-love prevented him; for he 
knew that extemporary verſes are never good, 
except in the opinion of thoſe in honour of 
whom they are written. He therefore tore 
in two the leaf on which he had been writ- 
ing, and threw both pieces into a thicket of 
roſes, where his friends ſought for them in 
vain. A ſmall rain falling preſently after, 
they returned to the houſe. The envious 
man, who ſtaid in the garden, ſought till 
he found a piece of the leaf; it had been 
torn in ſuch a manner, that each half of a 
line formed a complete ſenſe, and even a 
verſe in a very ſhort meaſure; but by a 
chance ſtill more ſtrange, theſe lines were 
found to contain the moſt injurious reproaches 
againſt the king. They run thus: 


By crimes of blackeſt dye, 
He's of the throne poſſeſt, 
To peace and liberty, 


The enemy profeſt. 
W 


The 
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The envious man was happy, for the firſt 
time in his life, for he had in his hands the 
means of deſtroying a noble perſonage. Filled 
with a cruel joy, he cauſed this ſatire, wrote 
by the hand of Zadig, to reach the king, 
and the author was put in priſon, together 
with the lady, and his two friends. His 
trial was ſoon over, his own writing was an 
evidence againſt him. When he came to 
receive his ſentence, the envious man threw 
himſelf in his way, and told him aloud; 
that his verſes were pitiful. Zadig was little 
diſpleaſed at being called a bad poet, but he 
was in deſpair at being condemned as guilty 
of high treaſon, and that a beautiful lady, and 
two of his friends, were detained in priſon 
for a crime of which they were entirely in- 
nocent. In the interval betwixt the ſentence 
and execution, the king's parrot flew from 
its cage, and alighted on a roſe-buſh in 
Zadig's garden: A peach had fortunately 
dropt on the other piece of the written leaf 
and ſtuck to it, ſo both fruit and paper 
were carried away by the bird, which alight- 
ed on the monarch's knee. He took the bit 
of paper, and read the words; tho' they 
formed no meaning, the manner of their 
being brought to him, gave him ſome un- 
eaſineſs; the queen, who remembred what 
had been written on the other piece of Za- 
dig's pocket-book, ordered it to be brought, 


they compared the. two pieces together, 
* P P 2 Ahich 
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which perfectly fitting each other, the verſes 
were read as they came from Zadig's pen- 
cil. x - | 


By crimes of blackeft dye, I've ſeen the earth 
made hell; 

He's of the throne poſſeſt, who all their power 
can quell; | 

To peace and liberty, love now's the only foe, 


The enemy profeſt of mortals here below. 


The king immediately ordered Zadig to 
be brought before him, his two friends 

and the lady, to be releaſed; and all the envi- 
ous man's eſtate to be given to Zadig *. As 


to 


*The good-natured reader will not be diſpleaſed with 
the following real diſappointment of envy, and the judi- 
cious deſcription of it, in the German: Spy, as tranſlated 
ſrom Lucian. 

Apelles was accuſed by Antiphilus, a zealous dauber in 
painting, of having conſpired againſt king Ptolemy, and 
among other treacheries, of having been the occaſion of 
the defection of the city of Tyrus. Ptolemy gave ear to this 
accuſation, and without the leaſt examination into the me- 
rits of it, was about to put him to death, as a traitor and 
rebel. Happily for Apelles, his innocence appeared by ſelf- 
confeſſion of one of the conſpirators: and the king ſo far 

repented of the injury done him, that he not only ſent. 
him a preſent of a hundred talents for ſatisfaction, but the 
accuſer, to be puniſhed according to his will and pleaſure. 
IApelles, notwithſtanding the atrociouſneſs of the fact, did 

not ſeek to gratify his revenge on the perſon of his enemy, 
but on the crime which had brought him into ſuch danger 
of his life. | ; 

He painted Credulity in the form of Midas, with his aſſes 
ears, fitting in an elbow-chair with Ignorance and Suſpicion 

on either fide of him. He offer'd his right-hand to Detrac- 
non, who ſeem'd to approach him. The complexion of the 
| D latter 


; 5 


to the charge of fabulouſneſs, I might; 
for my juſtification, recur to the celebrated 
oracular baſons and oaks of Dodona, concern- 
ing which, the Delphin commentator, in 
his note to the 466 line, lib. 2. of the Æneid, 
ſays, Fuit autem Dodona lucus in Epiro Jovis 
oraculo & quercu fatidica celebris ; and Petrus 
Orinitus in his Honeſta diſciplina. Legendi 
ſunt græci autores, qui morem fuiſſe referunt, 
uti vaticinantes mulieres ad quercum agerent, 
qua in urbe Dodona erat. Qui vero ad capien- 
dum reſponſum ingrederentur protinus mover! 
quereum ac Nw tum fieri credebant. Tbi enim 
ftatua wiſebatur virgam ferens qua lebetem 
gui prope aderat, percutiebat : ex quo reſpon- 
ſum moderatis icibus pelves referebant. Unde 
proverbium Dodonæum æs in loquaces. Ex- 
cuſe this ſcholaſtic parade; but I ſhall relate 
5 a fact recent in compariſon of the Dodonian, 
It and which happened in our own country, 
= and not in a little obſcure village but a large 


latter was of a fiery red, notwithſtanding which, her face 
; was engaging and agreeable.' In her left-hand, ſhe held 
1 a burning torch, and with her right ſhe dragged, by the 
We. | hair of his head a youth, who, ſtretching his hands to- 
| wards heaven, ſeem'd to implore the divine aſſiſtance. 
| Before her, march'd Envy, in the form of a man, mace- 
1 rated with a tedious ſickneſs, of a pale complection, with 
i} ſquinting frightful eyes. She was followed by Deceit and 
4 Diſſimularion, who endeavour'd, to the utmoſt of their 
. power, to excite and encourage Detraction, and to adorn 
1 her in the beſt manner they could: Theſe were followed 
| by Repentance, whoſe tatter'd robe, was cover'd with a 
| veil of black-crape. She turn'd her face continually to- 
4 wards the image of Truth ; but ſhe and Sorrow would not 
i 
: 


5 ſuffer her to open her eyes, which ſeem'd ready to burſt 
with tears. 


celebrated 
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celebrated city. Is there then, I fay, any 
thing in my narrative, ſo extremely beyond 


the ſtory in a letter which the famous Or- 
nithologift, Geſner, would not have inſerted” 
in his works, had he not given credit to it, 
and of which the writer appears to be a per- 
ſon not very eaſy of belief. The ſubſtance 
of the letter is thus, 

« here ſend you an inſtance, of a con- 
« verſation, which, tho perhaps it may ſeem 
* wonderful, or even incredible unto you, is 
yet true, for with my own ears I heard it. 
Lodging once at the Crown-Inn, at Ratis- 
bonne, and kept awake by that excruciating 


cc 


cc 


cc 


*« diſeaſe the ſtone, about midnight, one of 


cc 


the nightingales, which hung in the cham- 
eber, began to enounce regular words, 
« this aſtoniſh'd me to ſuch a degree, as 
* to ſuſpend all ſenſe of my pain, the firſt 
was ſoon anſwer'd pertinently by another, 
« and I affirm, that I heard theſe two birds 
e prattle together diſtinctly and regularly; 


their voice indeed was not without ſome- 


cc 


e what did their converſation turn upon? A 


good part of their firſt night's entertain- 
ment was about a quarrel, and other 
pranks, betwixt a ſervant of the houſe, 


cc 
ec 


were now and then indelicate in their ex- 
preſſions; this inſenſibly led them into a 
very different kind of converſation, and 


ID 2 * 


* thing of the ſqueak, but you will ſay, 


and his wife, and here the little rogues 
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I'll aſſure you, many politicians, who would 


cen be thought oracles, do not talk more to 
6e the purpoſe than they; their diſcourſe was 
of the religious wars which were then 
breaking out in Germany: but they 
« were of different opinions, and had their 
« ſeveral facts and arguments in ſupport of 
« their ſentiments. I am far from imputing 
56 this to a natural knowledge and diſcern- 
«© ment; no, I conclude it to be a kind 
«© of repetition of what they had heard 
“ in the table-talk of companies drinking 
« in the room where they hung.---Now | 


© mind what follows, as it . the writer 


would not ſwallow every ſtory-I now 


cc 


beg Pliny's pardon, for till this wonder- 
« ful ſcene which I ſaw with my eyes, and 
e heard with my ears, I looked upon three 
« fourths of what he relates of nightingales, 
e to be what he ſhould not have ſullicd his 
« ſtile with.“ 

That no ſiniſter doubt may be left on the 
mind of the: favourable as, — I ſhall ac- 
quaint him how I came by the Hiſtory of the 
Shoes, which was upon being told when I 
went away. It is an agreed point among 
the learned, that the night is the ſeaſon, of 
what ſome are pleaſed to call, ſupernatural 
colloquy; where one ghoſt has choſe the 
day time to impart its ſecrets, there are 
twenty inſtances of thoſe who have paid only 


nocturnal 


127 1] 


nocturnal viſits . Whether for privacy or to 
add a ſolemnity to their appearance, or that 


* This opinion is confirmed by our judicious Shakeſpear, 
who makes Horatio ſpake the following lines, relating to the 
Ghoſt in Hamlet, 

It wwas about to ſpeak, when the cock crew, 

And then it ſtarted like a guilty thing 

Upon a fearful ſummons : I have heard, 

The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn, 
Doth with his lofty and ſprill ſounding throat 
Arwake the god of day; and at his warning, 
Whether in ſea or fire, in earth or air ; 

Th extravagant and erring ſpirit hies 

To his confine. 


And the Ghoſt itſelf ſays, v 


But ſoft, methinks 1 ſmell the morning air, 
Brief let me be. 


And afterwards, 


Fare thee well at once. 
The glow-worm ſhows the morning to be near, 
And 'gins to pale, his evaneſcent fire, 


The philoſophic Coley likewiſe, in his Ode on Brutus, 
ſays, (Plutarch gives the ſame account, only makes the ap- 
parition of Julius Cæſar,) 

U. fate aſſum' d a body thee ' affright, 
And æurapt itſelf i th terrors of the night ; 
Tl meet thee at Phillippi, ſaid the ſpright. 

IIl-fate, or Cæſar, did not know all the magnani- 
mity of Brutus, he was not to be ſo eaſily frighted. For 
continues the poet, 

Dll meet thee there, ſaid'ft thou, 
With ſuch a woice, and fuch a brow, 


As put the ſhudd'ring ghoſt to haſty flight. 
I am aware that Cromwel!'s contract with the devil be- 


fore Worcefter fight may be objected to, as a tranſaction in 


broad day-light; but beſides that, the whole ſtory is diſ- 
believed by all the whig-party univerſally, the prince of the 
power of the air, may be reaſonably ſuppoſed above thoſe 
laws by which inferior ſpirits are tied down. 'The original 
narrative of this interview betwixt thoſe two eminent per- 
ſons is to be ſeen, page 691. vol. 2. of Echard's hiſtory of 


England, 
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uv | the mind diveſted of the ſollicitudes and 
= paſſions of the buſtling day, is better diſpoſed 
=_ for other impreſſions, I ſhall not determine. 
4 Now, at my departure, the moon was up fo 
as to afford a travelling light; the dawn 
began to appear, which broke off their con- 
fabulation. The affair I was upon requiring 
the utmoſt diſpatch, I ſucceſsfully fintſhed it, 
3 ſo as by night to be back and ſeated in my 
| { chair of intelligence. And thus it was that I 
1 came to over-hear the adventures of the ſhoes. 
After ſome tattle about the intrigues of 
ſervants, behaviour of gueſts, and the altera- 
=_- tion of faſhions. You forget, brother ſhoe, 
| ſays the Slipper, your promiſe of the ſtory of 
it your adventures; and as we were interrupted 
by the approach of day, be ſo kind as to be- 
gin, and to re-aſſume them from the begin- 
ning. The ſhoe readily complied, and began 
1 as follows. The whole town did not afford a 
1 | neater work-woman, nor a prettier girl, than 
ſhe, whoſe delicate hand, performed the needle- 
1 | - work of me,--eſpecially ſhe had not her equal 
Wi for croſs-ſtitch--and'ſhe made her boaſts with 
1 the laſſes of her acquaintance, that ſhe had ne- 
| | ver done any thing neater, and with ſo much 
| expedition. I am ſure, fays ſhe, they coſt 
me many a prick'd finger, and broken needle: 
Ay, faid they, ſome have certainly a quicker 
7 


way of working than .others; to be ſure 
they muſt be defigned for ſome bride, but 
i it is well, when the honey-month is ur 
| N 
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if mourning-ſhoes would not become her bet- 
ter; marry in haſte, and repent at leiſure. 
Whilſt ſhe was at work upon us, her tongue 
moved as nimbly as her fingers, with hymns, 
and love-ſongs, ſtories, jeſts, and all the effu- 
ſions of female pratling. The ſilken flowers, 
beautifully variegated on an Jabella ground- 
lace and the effulgency of ſpangles, joined 
to render me worthy to figure in the ſplendid 
circle. Not the leaſt bit of canvas, on which 
| I was worked, was to beſeen; in all things, a 
fair outfide you know is the main concern. 
This neat girl, delivered us up to a tip-top 
| ſhoe-maker, who was ſo pleaſed with my 
fightly appearance, that he put no leſs than 
a Crown into her hand; and determined to 
exert all his criſpinian ſkill, that my other 
parts might be anſwerable; I was finiſhed 
by his own hand, no journeyman put a 
ſtitch in me; his wife who was very pretty, 
and in her bloom, was called to admire me, 
and the loving couple turned me about and 
viewed me with no leſs joy, and pride, than 
a new author does ſome freſh product of his 
brain; reading it over and over, and ſmiling 
and laughing at what will cauſe the pur- 
chaſing bookſeller to figh and frown. Our 
| maſter having thus gratified his vanity, haſten- 

ed away with us to the lady by whom we had 
been beſpoke, and after a ſalutation, delivered 
with a bow to the very floor, he took us 
from under his arm; I felt his throbbing 
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heart dilating itſelf, with ideas of high 


commendations of his workmanſhip, and 


poſſibly of handſome payment: he himſelf 


drew us on upon the good lady's feet, ſtroak- 
ing us over and over ſo gently and tenderly, 


that nothing amiſs could be ſeen, in fitneſs, 


ſhape, fancy and richneſs; I was complete, 
and his expectations were anſwered, for the 
gracious lady, not only praiſed us exceedingly, 
but immediately gave him his own price. 
After repeated recommendations of himſelf to 
the lady's ſervice he left the room, with as 
much joy and conceit, more is impoſſible, 
than the ſtudent does the univerſity-hall, at 
the taking a freſh degree. Soon after, my 
lady's huſband came in, and ſhe met him 
with a moſt amiable chearfulneſs. We were 
ſhown to him; he paſſed a ſhort compli- 
ment on us, as from a man, I think no more 
could in reaſon be expected, and accordingly 
the lady, with a look of joy, throwing her 
arms round his neck, anfwered, You are fo 
good my dear---This lady, was ſoftneſs itſelf, 
perpetual ſmiles dwelt in her looks, the em- 


blem of an affable chearfulneſs; a chearful- 


neſs which betrayed her into exceſſes, as too 


many, for want of attention, from reſerved- 
neſs ſwell into pride. 


* Baut ſure ſome medium lies, 
Between the very fool, and very wife, _ 

Some decrous point in all things may be found, | 
To mark our virtues and our vices bound. 


Her 
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! Her only failing to unexperienc'd me, ſeemed 
4 a want of a proper reſerve, which laid her open 
f MW to reflections, but as falſe, I thought, as ever 


were broached in hell. Likewiſe ſome mens 


7, Shoes were for inſtilling into us a notion that 

„ ber huſband, with all his fair outfide, played : 
A looſe with her ; but like maſter like man, and 1 
le folike wearers like ſhoes ; for being daily in | | 
„ company with men, they imbibe the ways . 8 
e. of men; and if a woman talks a little freely | | 
to with a man, and mingles a few ſmiles with 


her diſcourſe, to be ſure ſhe has a deſign upon 
his carcaſs ; but when they take upon them 
to proceed accordingly, and find themſelves 
in the wrong; then, mad at the diſap- 
pointment, no names are bad enough for the 
whole ſex ; then it is, 


Deſtructive, damnable, deceitful woman. 


Curſe on their maſkings, who can gueſs 


ſo At women by appearances ; 
f, Wat paint and patch their imperfections, 
m- intellectual complexions; 


And daub their tempers oer with waſhes, 
As artificial as their faces. - Hop. 


But afterwards, obſerving this ever-ſmiling 
lady, to be at leaſt n. leſs fond. of pretty 
| Faddle, her lap-dog, I was an eye-witneſs 
of her levity, to give it the ſofteſt name; 
ſuch toyings, ſuch dalliances, ſuch endear- 
ments, 
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ments, 1 may ſay. ſuch indecencies, I have 
ſeen thoſe beautiful lips, which made the 


mouth of many a fine gentleman water, 


applied with extaſy to the ſnout of that brute ; 
fo true it is, that in all of us there is. an F or 


Ad but. 


The heav'ns have clouds, and ſpots are in the 
moon, 
A faultleſs virtue's to be found in none. 


So deep-rooted was this miſplaced fondneſs 
in her, that ſhe could hardly prevail upon 
herſelf to beſtow the' dear Faddle's bed- 
cloaths for the new-born infant of a former 
chamber-maid of hers, and nothing brought 
her to it, but the thoughts they were not 
good enough for her favorite. Some time 
after our lady's ſiſter paid us a viſit, and was 
extremely taken with us, as who indeed 
that had eyes could not be, at that time, My 


deareſt child, faid our lady, the Shoes will 


be quite loſt upon you, your houſe and gar- 
den, and the fields; are your only walks, and 
the Shoes were made for other ſort of places; 
from this I noticed, that the lady who 
had ſuch a mind to us lived in the country, 
and not putting up with her ſiſter's anſwer, 
we were made a preſent of to her ; ſhe was 
impatient to be at home to ſhew us to her 
chambermaid, whe bleſſed herſelf at the 
ſight of us: the prettieſt ſweeteſt Shoes, 

mils, 
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miſs, that ever were ſeen. Brother Shoe, 
interrupted the Slipper, permit me to remind 
you of a Spaniſh proverb, He who praiſes 


himſelf ſpeaks ill of the beſt friend he bas. 
Thank-ye for an advice I ſhould have given 


you. The wanton young thing immediately- 


put us on, and then meaſured her room three 
or four times with the ſteps of a Madrid 
| bully, and the pride of a young wench pre- 


N 
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ferred to the title of Madam, having drawn 


into the nooſe the good man her maſter, and 
with a geſture no leſs impericus' than the 
haughty count uſes to his vaſſals: but miſs 
advancing to ſurvey herſelf in the glaſs, this 
brought the poor thing again to her ſenſes, by a 

hideous fight of innumerable freckles, but ſhe 
flew to a caſe of ſmall bottles, and by the 

help of a coſmetic waſhed them away in a 
trice. It was not long before we attended 


our miſtreſs to a maſked ridotto, but could - 


not help thinking we were ſomething out 
of character for the habit of a milk-maid. 
The Harlequins and Scapins ſwarmed about 
her, ſwearing, laughing, and flirting ; but 
a clown of a ſchoolmaſter, with grim viſage 
and drawling tone, ſaid to her, Clumfilis, 
how often have I told you to turn your toes 
out? why, you walk for all the world like 
the parſon's gooſe. The poor girl went 
through a thouſand ſuch gybes ; ſhe loved 
the world, was for giving into all its modes 


and 
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and entertainments, but had not been brought 
up in them. A black Domino offered her 
his hand to dance; ſhe declining it, he im- 
puted it to her vexation, and urged, Oh, 
miſs, never mind ſuchꝭ ill-natured creatures, 

I'd dance if it were but in defiance of them, 
She then was ſo open-hearted as to tell him 
that we pinched her ſo dreadfully (I am ſure 
we knew nothing of the matter) that ſhe had 
much ado to crimple along. Upon which WP 
the ſpark offered to wait on her into a by- 
room, where ſhe might change us. As ai 
girl yet ignorant of herſelf, is, by the arti- 
fices of her ambitious parents, inveigled into 
the unnatural cloiſter, that her elder ſiſter 
may go off to greater advantage, her portion 
being thus increaſed; ſo followed our un- 
practiced miſtreſs the Domino *, who conde- 


ſcended to pull us off, and ſhewed himſelf a 
very handy chamber-maid ; then obſerving a 


* How happy a ftate does the virgin poſſeſs, 
Whoſe gay, ſpright boſom no troubles diſtreſs, 


She's ever, briſe, airy, good-natur'd and gay n 
No cares to moleſt her by night or by day. If. 
Uncontroll d by a huſband, her actions are free; r 
Of herſelf and her fortune fole miſtreſs is ſhe. 

In freedom and pleaſure her life ſhe doth paſs, 8 
But take care ye fair there's a ſnake in the graſs, 

Let the wife boaſt of conjugal bliſs, if foe — | 
Which is bought at th'expence of her freedom and eaſe ; x 


Confin'd by her cares flill at home ſhe muſt flay, 

While abroad aue can range to the park, ball and play, 
Surrounded each day by à crowd of ſmart beaux, 

Who" re proud to attend her wherever ſhe goes: 

About her they fewarm which way e er /he can paſs ; 


But take care, ye fair, there's a ſnake in the graſs. G. M. 
| wrinkle 
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wrinkle in her ſtockings, he-muſt.needs. tie 
her.garters : at laſt we found him to be one 
of thoſe. blades, who, when once a girl is in 
C their gripe, ſhe never eſcapes without loſing 
ſome.of.-her.tcathers.; to tie her ſtockings, 
he ſwore, was ſuch an honour, O my charm- 
ing creature !---Here a miller's wife ſud- 
denly broke in, the domino diſappeared, and 
who ſhould this be but the much more ex- 
perienced fiſter of our miſtreſs, who very 
ſubmiſſively followed her home, her heart 
going pit-apat, certain of a thundering rattle ; 
however, all the gentle lady ſaid, was, You 
may bleſs yourſelf that I happened ſo ſoon to 
miſs you. But, anſwered my Drnocence, 
How came you to know that I was in that 
room, did... your. ſhoes ever pinch you. 
that you went there? No, no, child, it 

was my huſband who informed me there 
was ſuch a conveniency, and I quite forgot 
to tell you of it, but miſſing you could not 
be eaſy till I hunted every where; for, let 
me tell you, ridottos are dangerous places 
for girls *, A ſudden accident drew our 
miſtreſs from the country, we and two more 
were choſe to accompany her ; but, in a 


| * So dangerous that, according to the Rape of the Lock, 
nothing leſs than a Sylph (an ethereal ſpirit) can prevent 
the ill conſequences of ſuch a rendezvous. 


What guards the purity of melting maids 

At courtly balls and midnight maſquerades, 

Wi ben kind occaſion prompts their warm defires, 
When mufic ſoftens, and when dancing fires ? 


few 


Te 
few days, we were ſtruck with the appear. 
ance of a pair of mourning ſhoes. They 
informed us, that miſs's mamma was dead, 
and that her fifty-yeared eldeſt daughter took 
care to lament her in a manner as mult be 
known to the world. The afflicted daugh- | 
ter, and the ſon-in-law, having ſhared the iſ 
inheritance, our miſs was preſented with her 
mother's wedding- ſhoes, from whom we 
heard that the late lady, every anniverſary of 
her wedding-day, went to church, and that 
what made her very loath to die, was a 
vow. ſhe had lately made, that if ſhe faw 
another wedding-day ſhe would ſend the 
parſon a hare for his dinner. At the end of 
the mourning-year, being too ſtreight for our 
owner, we were made a preſent of to the 
houſe-keeper, a ſly prude, a devout cheat, 
ſo artful that there was nothing ſhe could not 
get from her miſtreſs, and without ſo much 
as a hint by words. She ſoon hied-away 
with us to her chamber, and there ſurveyed 
us a long time with fluſhed cheeks and 
ſparkling eyes, till at length exceſs of joy 
looſened her tongue ; Well, theſe will ſuit 
my pink ſack charmingly, and if my huſband 
brings griſt to his mill, egad he ſhall buy me 
an Adrian *. The lady is dead, here's ſeveral 
children, and the ſon-in-law is fo dipped 
that he hardly knows which way to turn 


* A kind of new-faſhioned gown worn oy the Saxon la- 
dies, and fo called from its inventor, a firſt-rate genius in 
pvint of dreſs for both ſexes, 

himſelf, 
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himſelf, and the legacies are to be paid; if 


my huſband does not get a good lump of the 
eſtate into his hands, he ſhall never come 
betwixt a pair of ſheets with me. The late 
lady, when living, left all to him, and hang 
him for a fool, if he has not kept his books 


ſo as to make the beſt on t. Ye dear pretty 


things, you'll ſee me dreſs d as well as any 
miſtreſs ye ever had; my turn is coming 


princeſs of the empire match them. This 
miſtreſs, I hate that ugly name, is the 
youngeſt; ay, maſter was old, but the 
fencing-maſter was a man every inch of 
him, and I'm ſure I never ſee the young 


gipſy's face but ſhe puts me in mind of him, 


and turn out ſhe ſhall the moment we are 


in poſſeſſion. A wink would alſo make 


him mine; no, that won't do. I am pretty 
well provided with man's fleſh already. 


Next Sunday, my pretty rogues, ye ſhall go 
on, till when I'll wrap you up very carefully. 


brought that the parſon's lady was coming 


up. Have you not ſeen at the ridotto an 
inſidious coquette, with only a half-maſk 
on, or obſerved the artifice of a lace-hand- 


With be like deſign of hiding and ſhewing 
we were put under Mrs. Hoſekeeper's 


{critore; 


now to be lady. There's a foot! let any | 


When this virtuous ſoliloquy would have 
ended is a queſtion, had not word been 


kerchief, coyering,. but not concealing, the 
inflammative beauties, of a ſnowy breaſt? 
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ſcritore, with our glittering peaks in fight, 
to excite her viſitant's admiration and envy ; 
but ſhe was ſorely balked. See us moſt 
certainly the parſon's wife did, there was 
no avoiding it; but all her diſcourſe was 
about the management of a family, the edu- 
cation of children, the falſe ideas of happi- 
neſs, the delights of an uniform virtue, and 
tenderly lamented the misfortune of the late 
lady in both reſpects, and though not quite 
paſt her bloom, not a ſingle word did ſhe 
beſtow on ceremonies, faſhions, and ſcan- 
dal, thus unmeaningly reading a ſevere 
lecture to my miſtreſs, who accordingly 
was galled with it, and her omitting to 
take notice of us, than 1s a conceited wit- 
ling, when'the company does not burſt into 
a laughter at a jeſt of his coining. Theſe 
lectures of morality coſt the fair ſpeaker 
deariſh ; no pot of butter ſhall ſhe have 
from me, ſaid my miſtreſs within herſelf, 
though before ſhe had ſet one apart for her; 
but as the miniſter's wife could not, for 
ſhame, be diſmiſſed without ſome offering, 
ſhe did vouchſafe to give her a ſcore of eggs. 
So we were laid by till Sunday. As the 
downy-chinned ſtudent, with haughty joy, 
firſt girds to his fide the glittering ſword, ill- 
judged preſent of paternal fondnefs, and 
peeps through his kimbowed arm to ſee 
whether it has the janty ſwing-ſwang ; with 
no leſs conceit did the houſe-keeper draw 

1 us 


* | 
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us on her unworthy feet, ſurveying us with 
the ſame triumph and look with which ſhe 
honours her deareſt treaſure, the fantaſtical 


furniture of her room: Ods liffikins, what 18 


fine Shoes the ſteward's wife has on ! was 
the cry among the young and old of our 
ſex as ſhe walked along to church, where 
the young lady's chamber-maid happening 
to ſit next to her, her Slippers informed me, 


that they obſerved very ſtrong emotions of 


Jenvy and indignation in their young miſtreſs, 
No ſooner were the family returned home, 
but the chamber-maid Bo 


Came briſtling up in wrathful wiſe, 
Rowling about her gogle eyes, 

As ſhe'd have thrown them in ber face, 
And to her fury giving place, 


You claw-back, you tell-tale, miſchief- 
making devil, ſays ſhe, with a flow of other 
ſuch appellations, which came as copiouſly 
from by foaming mouth, as the names 
Jof diſtempers from a mountebank. Our 
lady, on her fide, gave her as good as ſhe 
ſent, and being a robuſt virago, was about 
o make her feel what ſhe envied, having 
aready untied my comrade, and was pulling 
It off; when her huſband came up in the 
very inſtant, and drew her in-doors. The 
regular phyſician does not, with more con- 
temptuous mien, ſcowl on the ſtage of an 
am- 


1 


ambulatory emperic, than this active media- 


tor frowned on us, and immediately with 


knit brow, uttered his abſolute command, 
never let theſe: Shoes ſee day-light any more, 


Tears and ſobs, the uſual reſources of wo- 


men to mollify the anger of their eaſy hus- 
bands, here fail'd of their uſual effect; the 


decree was irrevocable; ſometimes ſhe threwſ 


her, arms about his neck, then wetted his 
cheeks with her tears, intermingling the 
moſt ſubmiſſive intreaties, and moſt tender 
blandiſhments, thrice ſhe renewed the 
affecting aſſaults, and thrice with inexpreſſ- 
ble harſhneſs was repelled. I own, bad as ſhe 
was, I did not like ſuch implacable ſeverity 
againſt a ſupplicant wife; and being in a paſ- 
fion myſelf, theſe paſſionate lines ſtruck into 
my memory, 


Scoundrel, thou lyeft, no. folks of faſhion, 
. Per coupled fer thy procreation; 
Some bunter dropt thee in a ditch, © 


Or thou wert whelp'd by tinker”s bitch. 


He indeed at firſt ſetting out, knowing he 
mettle, had diſciplined her. into docility, 6 
that ſhe was obliged patiently to pocket the 
misfortune; and to the great joy, of Mil 
Combruſh, the cauſe of all this rout, - he took 
us away to a ſhoe-maker, in the town, and 
exchanged us for a plain pair; we were 


that time as good as new, it could not be ſeen 


that 


he 


= 
that we had been worn, ſo you muſt think it 
was not long before he had a cuſtomer for us. 
A gentlewoman in dreſs happening to caſt an 
eye on us, came into the ſhop, Lack-a-day, 
what's the price of thoſe Shoes? The mat- 
ter told her, and without a word more he 


had his price. As ſhe was wrapping us up, 
our late maſter ſaid, I wiſh you well to wear, 
$ madam, lack-a-day, I've had very great op- 


orefſions | at the breaſt, and lack-a-day, 4 
good many other odd kind of diforders, but 
lack-a-day, at preſent I am pretty well; time 
calls, vor Lp ny I muſt away. When we 
were got to our new quartets, theſe lacł- 
a-days, made me the more eager to know 
what hands we had fallen into ; upon which 
a Slipper anſwer'd, that our miſtreſs was 2 
young widow, and ſet up for and had the 
character of a very prudent and virtuous wo- 
man, but that hell could not match her for 
wylineſs; ſhe had the wicked ingenuity, ſo 
exactly to counterfeit, the coin of neighbour- 
ing ſtates, that it paſs d without any ſuſpicion, 
and tho part of it was laviſh'd away, in as 
wicked a manner, as it was procured, yet 
amongſt her ſharp-ſighted neighbours and 
acquaintance, ſhe carried ſuch a fair ex- 
terior as to be reckoned a pattern of virtue 1 
good God the vile places he has frequented 
in diſguiſe! I myſelf, I am aſhamed to think 
of it, have carried her to thoſe ſinks of int- 
quity, and in thoſe ſinks there was not a 
E 2 filthier 
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ſome wanton wag had been peeping thro 
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filthier creature than herſelf, the ſolemn look, 
the .down-caſt eye, and the demure car- 


riage, which diſtinguiſhed her in the ſtreet, 


-broke out at once into ſuch libidinous, 


but I check myſelf, the alteration is 
not fit to be nam'd in modeſt company: 
not an evening lecture, or an extraordinary 
prayer-day but to be ſure we were there; 
yet in criticiſms on the miniſter's expreſ- 
fion, ſtile and doctrine, Mrs. Devotee had as 
good a hand as at private ſcandal, in which 
ſhe was known to ſpare nobody, yet ſome 
wiſe folks, forſooth, called this a ſeverity of i 
virtue, a zeal againſt any appearance of evil, 
In the pſalms her voice was heard all over the 
church ; and yet at home, a proſtitute would 
have bluſh'd at ſome of her ſongs, many 
other things, which our comrades told us, 
arenot fit to be mentioned, they would ſhock 
chaſt ears. Once ſhe was ſinging her morn- | 
ing hymn, in the Paphian ſtile, and had juſt 
drawn on her ſtockings, and us; and whillt 
without any other covering this mirror of 


piety, ſtood viewing her beautiful body, 


the key-hole, 'till a forc'd, or. voluntary 
cough, which I know not, diſcovered him. 
This cough was a thunder-clap to her, 
all the blood in her body flew up into her 
face, ſhe trembled every joint; then with a 
ſudden ſpring as if the houſe had been on 
fire this exemplary lady inflamed at ſuch 


4 


5 


a profanation of her myſteries, whipped on a 
a looſe gown, and flew to the door, ſwear- 
ing the dog ſhould pay for his peeping. Does 
he with whom the judge is in fee fly the court, 
as little haſte did the audacious inſpector 
make to avoid the eye of our enraged lady, 
open flew the door, but ſhe ſuddenly ſtood 
ſtill, the other grinning in her face, to which 
all the anſwer was, you have a good 
ſtock, I'll aſſure you; he walked in and ex- 
piated his preſumption. Sometime after we 


we were given away to the maid, as a huſh 


preſent, the wench being apt to give her 
tongue improper liberties on her betters, but 
this ungrateful maid of ſuch a liberal miſ- 
treſs, made ſo little account of us, as even to 


fell us to an old-cloaths-woman, who was 


alſo one of the moſt dexterous aſſiſtants to 
the debaucheries of the young ſparks, and of 


married men too. She ſoon Pad us vamped 


up to qualify us for our original honours ; the 
ardent neighbour of a young female had for 
ſometime, thro' the concurrence of the propi- 
tious mother of his charmer, diſcovered his 
inſupportable flame: expreſſive glances, qui- 
vering ſighs, languiſhing looks, large promiſes, 
and all the other artillery of a heart-felt paſ- 
fion had been repeatedly employed: But on 
this flinty damſel they made no impreſſion, 
that unfaſhionable heart of hers wou d be true 
to one man, in ſpight of all ſuch prettineſſes. 
This we had from a Slipper of the old bel- 


E 3 dam's 
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dam's; which had been ſcores of times at this 
cruel. beauty's ; at length this experienced 
engine of the devil, imagined ſhe had hit on 
an. infallible expedient for relieving the de- 
{pairing lover. Here's a pair of Shoes ſays ſhe 
to him, buy them, and try what they. will do, 
He did, and ſent us by his counſellor; his ex- 
ulting mind already. anticipates the tranſport- 
ing conſequences of this irreſiſtible preſent. 
Not more luxuriant is the imagination of a ſtu- 
dent inflated with his ſcientifical acquiſitions, 
wheh already in his ſtudy he imitates the 
ſtately carriage of a court-counſellor, chap» 
lain, or phyſician, that being ſo well quali- 
fied in the eſſentials, he may not be wanting 
in the externals of thoſe dignities, than were 
the ideas of this extatic lover, ſkipping a- 
bout the old woman's-ſhop with triumphant 
geſtures, at the ſuppoſed victory, The avari- 
cious go- between, went on her meſſage, and 
by the mother's gracious interpoſition was ad- 
mitted; at length the preliminaries were 
ſettled, we were left there, as was alſo ſe- 
cretly a moſt amorous letter. The old wo- 
man promiſed a ſecond viſit, and told the 
fair one that much finer things would fol- 
low; the letter happened to be immediately 
found, and the faithful ſpouſe was reading 
it over in ſome confuſion when her huſband 
came home. See my dear, ſee what an abo- 
minable letter this humble ſervant of mine 
_ huſh, ſays he, ſmelling a rat, don t be in 8 
that 
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that will ſpoil all, I know what courſe to 
take. If the wife bluſh'd, he was ready 
to burſt with laughing at reading the letter. 
And laying their heads together, they formed 
a contrivance, which ſhould utterly quench 
the flame with which this hot - ſpurred 
wight was fo dreadfully conſumed. An ap- 
pointment was made with the inraptured 
neighbour, the huſband was at his jovial 
club, and ſhe alone. The well inſtructed 
wife had dreſſed herſelf up in all his preſents, 
and told her maid, ſhe might ſpend that 
evening with her father and mother, and a 
heap of foul wet linen 'was piled up, as it 
were, on a cheſt of drawers, to ſhew 1ſhe 
made no ſtranger of him. The lover did not 
fail to keep time, ſhe herſelf opened the door 
and he was let in by his dear, who behaved 
ſo, that he thought all his torments were go- 
ing to be happily compenſated, ſhe permit- 
ted him ſome little familiarities, but whilſt 
he was indulging himſelf in them, gave the 
ſignal agreed on, which was a loud ſneeze, 
the huſband who was come back to his poſt, 
after a little noiſe at the door, boulted in, ſhe 
feigned a terrible concern, and haſtily threw 
the foul linen all over her inamorato. I left 
a letter upon the window which muſt be 
ſent away with all haſte, cries the husband, 
and here's your curſed heap of duds in the 
way, that its beyond my reach. Lord, ſaysthe 
wife, you are in ſuch a firmity-heat if a 

ming 
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thing is not done in an inſtant, I'll get at 
it, the ſtool is under the linen. Well, well, an 
hour or two will break no ſquares, anſwered 
he, TIl een reſt myſelf a while, and down he 
fquats himſelf upon the heap of linen, but 
fo violently, that the ſhuddering ſtool gave 
way, and the huſband, in a ſeeming fury, 
halling about the linen, lo, appeared the gal- 
lant, lately fo fluſhed with anticipated joys; but 
now, not more ſheepiſh are the looks of a 
barren writer, when before a company con- 
victed of plagiariſm, and the verſes or ſen- 

' tences of other authors, aukwardly diſ- 
guiſed by him, ſhewn to his face, the ago- 
nizing wretch fate all in a heap waiting ſome 
tremendous cataſtrophe, 


With hanging arms and palid colour, 

No ghoſt could e er loo pitifuller : 

Hy bis attitude of dejection, 

His flaring eyes and wan complexion; 
One would have fear d that juſt o th ſudden, 
He'd have given the crow a pudden. 


But the huſband chearfully told him, let this 
be a warning to you, and leave honeft wo- 
men to their own huſbands ; if you have 
not a mind to be the jeſt of the town, take 
yourſelf away quietly, and what you have 
got here, keep to yourſelf. With that the 
lover ſtole down ſtairs, and flink'd away I 
home. Many ſuch ſnares were laid for my 

virtuous 
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virtuous miſtreſs ; but her innate rectitude, 
ſtrengthened by conjugal affection, always 


| came off with flying colours. From her I 
became acquainted with you; the miſtreſs 
of this houſe having ſent her a preſent of a 


fine ham, we fine Shoes were ſent in return, 
being, as ſhe thought, above her wear ; 
- whereas, for our preſent lady nothing is 
t good enough. We have been already twice 
a ſoled, and now have a long time been worn 
- only ſlipper-wiſe ; ſo that I have no better 
- expectations than yourſelf. Thus, couſin 
S Slipper, you have a true and impartial nar- 
rative of my ſtrange and ſurpriſing adventures 
e through this revelling world. I thank you, 
brother Shoe; in truth we need neither of 
us much dread our diſſolution. But there's 
Sly-Boots has been liſtening all this while ; 
ſuppoſe we ſhould inſiſt upon his hiſtory, it 
cannot but be diverting ; for to my know- 
ledge he has not always lived in one ſervice : 
beſides, he has been in the wars againſt the 
French and Spaniards, and muſt have ſeen 
many a ſtrange fight in foreign countries. 


_—_ C 


o- And now, my worthy friend, if theſe 
ve hiſtories have afforded you ſuch entertain- 
ke ment that you are inclined to hear Boots's 
we relation, I ſhall ſend it you; for my curio- 


he ſity led me to attend whether Boots would 
ay give ſuch. a depreciating account of his ma- 
ny if ſters, 


* 
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ſters, as Shoes and Slippers. had of their 
miſtreſſes . 


* As an apology for our Author, if he ſtands in need of 
any, I ſhall conclude with that of Gay for introducing the 
ſpeaking ghoſt of an Embryo in his What d'ye call it. I 
have, ſays he, 4riftophanes's authority in his chorus of Frogs. 
Mr. D'Urfey, of our own nation, has given all the fowls of 
the air the faculty of ſpeech. Swans and Elbow-chairs, in 
the opera of Diocigſian, have danced upon the Engh/b Rage, 
with good ſucceſs ; and the natural Shakeſpear hath ſome 
characters of this fort, as a ſpeaking wall, and moon-ſhing, 
See his Midſummer Night's Dream. 
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